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Gustavo Barona

MAR 30, 1938 - SEP 4, 2010

G ustavo Barona was born in Cali, Colombia on March 30, 1938 to Blanca Melba
Ospina and Francisco Barona. He was partially raised in Palmira, Colombia by
his uncle Marino and his aunt Eyder Ospina. While in his twenties, he served in the
Colombian Air Force and met Fabiola Restrepo at a social club while he was stationed
in La Dorada, Caldas; they married in 1959. Gustavo studied economics at the
Instituto de Economia Social y Cooperativismo, where he graduated in 1967 and later
graduated with his Bachelor’s degree from the Colegio Mayor de Bartolome in
Colombia. On May 27, 1968, he boarded his wife and children into a Colombian Air
Force cargo plane that landed in Miami, Florida; he lived the rest of his life between
Miami, Bogota, Cali and Palmira.

After moving to Miami, he took on various jobs while he went to school, including dishwashing,
clerking at 7-11, working as a security guard, and working at a paper cutting factory. He graduated
from Miami Dade Junior College with an Associate in Arts in 1972 and from Florida International
University with a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration in 1973. He founded Barona
International, an import-export business that exported goods from the U.S. to Colombia; he
exported a myriad of products, everything from Bic pens, refrigerators and medical equipment
to Caterpillar parts, After many gains and losses, he disbanded the company and re-settled in
Miami, where worked briefly as a taxi driver and then long-term as a security guard. His marriage
with Fabiola Restrepo dissolved and he married Gloria Echeverri and lived with her until the end
of his life.

Gustavo Barona was widely known for his love of food, political bantering, colorful cursing,
esoteric spiritual interests and his twisted sense of humor. He had a knack for baptizing friends
and family with nicknames. His daughters were re-named La Bruja, Mechas, Concepcion, and La
Rosa Mariposa, and his son Gustavo Alberto (1962-2001) came to be known as Bamboleo and
Chandoso. His own childhood knickname was Munieco (doll) because of his pretty face and blue
eyes; while in the air force he was known as Petirrojo (red robin) because of the way his light-

PAGE 3 OF 14



. Gustavo Barona
Obituary MAR 30,1938 - SEP 4, 2010

4

skinned face became red when he was agitated. He loved the ocean, listened to old boleros, read
new age books, and flew airplanes as a hobby. Gustavo Barona died peacefully on September 4,
2010 surrounded by his family. He is survived by his brothers Emilio, Armando and Carlos and
his sister Lucia; his daughter Michelle and his wife Gloria; and by family members from his first
marriage: Fabiola Restrepo, tatiana de la tierra, Natasha Simons, Claudia Barona, and his
grandchildren Alec Shoelson, Nicolas Barona, Gustavo Barona, Isabella Simons, and Matt Simons.
He is remembered and loved by many family members in Colombia as well as friends in Miami.
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ttf Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services shared a Tribute Video. mﬁ '
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September 3 at 8:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

hihgk##imported-begin##SnonPhins##imported-end##

September 10 at 11:23 AM

8 Anonymous posted:

Dear Fabiola, Tatiana, Natasha and Claudia,l am sorry to hear of the loss of Gustavo. Please
accept my deepest condolences.Rosario##imported-begin##Rosario Montes##imported-
end##

September 14 at 4:52 AM

Anonymous posted:

Mi Espanol no es perfecto pero aquitrato de escribir para los que no saben lo que escribien
Igles. Mi Papay yo fuimos muy apegado en mi ninez. Yo lo llamava "Papi lu" y teniamos muchos
juegos que jugamos por oras. El fue muy carinoso con migo y siempre senti muy especial. Me
llamava "chicle" porque mi Mama decia que yo era como chicle en el zapato de el. Muy apegada.
El rei mucho (laughed) y era muy chistoso. Le gustava a sertrucos en la jente como mi hermano,
Gus. Mi relacion (relationship) con mi Papa fue complicado aveses pero siempre teniamos amor.
Lo quiero y extrano y espero el dia de verlo en el cielo. Haora es mi anjelito en el cielo. Doy
gracias por el tiempo que teniamos antes de morir. Otros nombres que el tenia por mi son:
Natacha Remolacha, La Rosa Mariposa, y Punky. Siempre con carino y amorlo recuerdo. Bueno,
te quiero y extrano, Papito lindo! Punky##imported-begin##Natacha Barona Simons##imported-
end##

September 11at10:41 AM
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Anonymous posted:

My fatherand | were very close throughout my childhood. Our relationship was characterized by
love and affection. One of the names he called me was "chicle" or gum because my Mom said |
stuck to him like gum on a shoe. We were very close and | was attached to him. We had games
that we would play for hours. "Kill the devil", he would say. | would punch his stomach with all my
strength only to find an encyclopedia under his shirt! He would laugh so hard after that. He was a
jokesterand a prankster. He had lots of magic tricks that were quite entertaining. He would sing to
me. He loved to sing and | didn't have the heart to tell him his voice was off key so to speak. He
shared his hopes, dreams and future plans. Some came true. Some didn't. He called me "Natacha
Remolacha" and "La Rosa Mariposa". While our relationship at times was complicated, we always
had a deep love for each otherand | will miss him until we are reunited again in heaven. Te quiero,
Papito lindo. Con amory carino, Punky##imported-begin##Natasha Simons##imported-end##

September 11at 10:30 AM

Anonymous posted:

Adentro del estdmago de mi papa esta la guanabana, el pargo rojo, las empanadas, el ajo-
cebolla-y-tomate, el limon, los sancochos, el picante.Adentro del estémago de mi papa esta Luis
Alberto, el primeramor ausente y Gustavo Alberto, fiel companero hasta la muerte.Hay un costal
lleno de piedras; poreso es que el decia, “cuidado que me va a sacar la piedra"Esta la Torre de
Babel donde residenlos republicanos y democratas, los godos y los liberales, Gaytany Turbay,
el mentiroso de Obama, el asesino de Uribe, el Satanas de Santos, todas las guerras y las
injusticias que se revuelcan en el estomago de mi papa.Estanlos aviones que volé y los que le
faltaron por volar.Estan las navidades en la nifez sin un solo juguete.Estan las fincas, los
apartamentos, el Mercedes, el recuerdo que brilla de oro...Esta el dia en que se quedo pelado,
cojo, pidiendo que los pajaritos le leyeran la suerte.Adentro del estdmago de mi papa hay un
baul lleno de apodos con los cual el bautizé a toda su gente: Caperuzo, Piquifia, Mechas, Ojo de
Aguila, Lengua de Trapos, el Perro Pena, Barrabas, la Bruja, Bamboleo, Tirofijo, Rosa la Mariposa,
Concepcidn, Gemidos, el Chandoso, el Pajaro de Mal Aguero, los Renacuajos.Adentro del
estomago de mi papa hay una caja fuerte con candado que contiene las historias de su vida de
las cuales jamas habld.Esta el mar donde era delfin.Estan los dulces que sacaba del
bolsillo.Estan los registros de las vacunas de los perros Rosco, Madonna y la Mona.Ahi esta su
teléfono cellular con el cual timbraba primos, hermanos, hijas, amigos, desde Miami hasta
Palmira, California y Canada.Adentro del estémago de mi papa estan los boleros, el
romanticismo, los chistes repetidos, larisa, los suefos.Esta elamory el perdon que lo llevaron en
plena paz a la luz del mas alla.tatiana de la tierra, 11 de septiembre de 2010, Pembroke pines,
florida, dia del memorial de mi papi##imported-begin##tatiana de la tierra##imported-end##

September 6 at 8:45 PM
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Anonymous posted:

Gracias SenorGracias Senor porlevantarme con una nueva vida.Gracias por darme la compania
de eses alguien que hoy esta a tu lado.Gracias por dejarme compartir tantos maravillosos
recuerdos que hoy atesoro en mi corazény que en el viviran por siempre porque con el comparti
sullegada a mividay su partida.Gracias por dejarme esta hija que ho yes miluz.Gracias portener
un Dios en quien creer cuando hay tantos que no tienen cosuelo nitampoco fe.Cuida de mi Senor
y de mi familia. Sostenme siempre en tus amorosos brazos.Gracias a todas las personas tan
especiales que han compartido estos dias con nosotros, y porelapoyo que de todos hemos
recibido en estos momentos tan dificiles: GRACIAS!Y Que Dios Les bendiga! Gloria
Echeverri##imported-begin##Gloria Echeverri##imported-end##

September 11 at 4:37 AM
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Anonymous posted:

Papito Lindo,l took you for granted for so many years... only at the end of your life did | realize
that you were a sacred gift to me from God.Did that realization come "betterlate than never?” |
think so.How precious to me were those last few days of yourlife! | had the opportunity to
remember HOW MUCH I love you and adore you.lt was nice to re-discoverlove and tender
feelings in me towards you after harboring angry disappointment against you for so long.l will
treasure the memories of you--the good, the bad and the ugly--and | will choose to give thanks
to God forall of it.It was an honor and a privilege to be at your side as your life here on earth was
ending. The tears that poured out of me during your final breaths came from the melt-down of a
heart that that had beenice-cold or from the firing up of a heart that had been luke-warm. It
thawed out completely or burst into flames when that moment of truth arrived and you were about
to make your final exit.As you died, my heart cried out in unison with my soul, that | LOVE YOU, that
I NEED YOU, and that YOU ALONE are my BELOVED "“PAPITO LINDO."You are irreplaceable. In all of
creation God chose ONLY YOU to be my dad. When you died, your mission in my life was over.At
yourdeath bed I feltinvited to let die with you my fear of abandonment and all feelings against
you of bitterness, resentment, anger, and rage.You left me, but with a grateful and satisfied heart
full of love, mercy, compassion, and renewed strength, hope, and encouragement. | believe these
were parting gifts from God answering your sincerest of prayers as He took up the life He had
given you. |l thank you.May God help me honoryou as | live out my life which came through yours. |
will always give thanks to our Fatherin heaven for the precious gift of having had YOU as my
“papi” on earth.l love you now and forevermore.Love, Your Daughter, La “Preciosa,” Brujita,” “Malas
Pulgas” Claudiales espanol]Papito Lindo,Te desprecie por muchos afos...solo al final de tu vida
capté que tu eras unregalo sagrado para mi de parte de Dios.Aprendi eso “majortarde que
nunca?” Creo que si.Que preciosos fueron esos pocos ultimos dias de tu vida! Tuve la
opportunidad de recorder Lo Mucho que te Quiero y te Adoro.Fue bueno volvera descubriramor
y sentimientos tiernos en mi hacia ti despues de haber guardado rabiosa desiluion contra ti por
tan largo tiempo.Guardare como tesoro los recuerdos de ti—lo bueno, lo malo, y lo feo—y
escogere darle Gracias a Dios portodo.Fue un honory privilegio estar a tulado mientras tu vida
en estatierra se terminaba. Las lagrimas que brotaron de mi mientras hacias tus ultimas
respiraciones vinieron de un corazon congelado desritiendose, o de un corazén medio-tivio
prendiendose en candela.Se descongelo completamente o se exploto enllamas de fuego
cuando llego ese momento de la verdad y estabas a punto de hacer su éxito final.Mientras
morias, el llanto de mi corazén se unio con mialma y confese que YO TE QUIERO, que YO TE
NECESITO, y que SOLO TU eres me querido "Papito Lindo."No tienes remplazo. Entodala
creacion, Dios escogio SOLO TU para ser mi papa. Cuando moriste, tu mision en mi vida se
cumplio.En tu cama de muerte senti la invitacion de dejar morir contigo mis miedos de
abandonamiento y todo sentimientos contra ti de disgusto, rancor, y rabia.Me dejaste, pero con
un corazén agradecido, satisfecho, lleno de amor, misericordia, compassion, y renovada
fortaleza, esperanza, y corage. Creo que estos fueron regalos de Dios contestando tus sinceras
oraciones mientras El se llevaba la vida que El te habia dado. Te doy gracias.Espero que Dios me
ayude darte honor en mivida que vino de la tuya.Le dare siempre gracias a nuestro Padre
Celestial porelregalo precioso de haberte tenido como mi “papi” aqui en la tierra.Te quiero a ti
ahoray para siempre mas.Con Amor, Tu Hija, La “Preciosa,” "Brujita,” Malas Pulgas, Claudia##
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September 6 at 8:45 PM

Anonymous posted:

Querida familia y Amigos,hoy queremos compartir con un granito de arena,para expresarles a
ustedes no estan solos desde aquiles enviamos Bendiciones. Hoy a empezado una nueva vida
para Gustavo y damos gracias por habercompartido momentos hermosos e inolvidables.
Peter,Liliana,Oscar,Grand Pa,Teresa.##imported-begin##Liliana Shumski##imported-end##

September 10 at 6:28 PM

Anonymous posted:

Dearest Claudia and Fabiola,We are saddened to hear of the loss of your dear father and
husband.Please accept ourdeepest condolences and our prayers.Love, in
JesusVicki##imported-begin##Vicki, Steve, and Ryan Pollard##imported-end##

September 10 at 9:11 AM

Anonymous posted:

Querido hermano, familia y amigos a la que Dios nos brindo la oportunidad de disfrutar los
chistes repetidos de "Muneco", su preocupacion constante portodos, aun cuando a veces no
nos lo dejaba saber. Las madrugadas en que mas que un hermano mayor, yo aun pequeno me
enseno a banarme en Madrid, Cundinamarca con "tempanos de hielo", surisa, sumanera de
disfrutar la comida, que alguna vez incluso le vi sacar de un bolsillo. Tus llamadas de los
domingos justo cuando me estaba quedando dormido e incluso tus rabietas contra politicos de
todo tipo y hasta con los que amaba, yo incluido, hacen que sea imposible olvidarte y sacarte de
mi corazon, en donde vas a estar hasta cuando deje al igual que tu de palpitar. Gustavo a ti que te
encantaba ponerle sobrenombre atodos, te vas con mi carino y restepo. Adios o mas bien hasta
luego: Don Gato. Tu hermano, "Piquina"##imported-begin##Emilio Barona##imported-end##

September 10 at 8:28 AM
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Anonymous posted:

Mi querido primo hermano Gustavo,fuiste un gran hombre,un excelente familiar,un buen

Padre ,buen hermano,buen primo...los buenos recuerdos de tantas epocas vividas opacan el
dolor de tu ausencia,por fe estoy seguro que estas bien pues personas como tu que dejaron
huellas de amor en este mundo aseguran un bienestar eterno,hoy conservo la esperanza de
alguna vez volvernos a encontraren la presencia de ese DIOS eterno y misericordioso que hoy
se apiado de tu alma,un abrazo fuerte para toda nuestra familia los quiero

mucho......... ##imported-begin##Marino Adolfo Ospina Lopez##imported-end##

September 8 at 6:37 PM

Anonymous posted:

Que Dios Todopoderoso te otorgue el descanso eterno. Siempre vivire agradecido portodo el
amor que me brindaste, portanta felicidad que trajiste a mi vida... fuiste un tio maravilloso.De mi
parte te has ganado un lugar muy especial en el cielo; y dondequiera que estes, vela siempre por
nuestro bienestar.Hasta siempre tio querido...Armando Jr.##imported-begin##Jorge Armando
Barona Velasquez##imported-end##

September 8 at 6:28 PM

Anonymous posted:

LA DISTANCIA NO ACABA CON EL LASO INFINITO DEL AMOR, EL APRECIO, EL CARINO HACIA
NUESTROS FAMILIARES. HOY COMPARTIMOS CON USTEDES LA TRSITEZA DE LA PARTIDA DE
GUS PERO CON UN CIERTO SENTIMIENTO DE TRANQUILIDAD AL SABER QUE DIOS LE HA
PERMITIDO PASAR RAPIDAMENTE POR UNA ENFERMEDAD QUE PODRIA HABERLE HECHO VIVIR
MOMENTOS MUY DUROS.DESEAMOS QUE EL SENOR NOS DE LA TRANQUILIDAD Y FORTALEZA
PARA ASIMILAR LA RAPIDEZ DE LA PARTIDA. QUE DIOS TE TENGA EN SU SANTA GLORIA,
DESNCANZA EN PAZ VIEJITO y no des mucha lora con chucho, rodri, |a tita eyder ... ahora tenemos
un grupo numerozo de angelitos UN ABRAZO MUY MUY GRANDE PARA TODOS.
BESOS.##imported-begin##maria victoria rincon Y FAMILIA##imported-end##

September 8 at 1:50 PM
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Anonymous posted:

UNA DURA PENA PARA LA FAMILIA VER COMO LOS SERES QUERIDOS ,ESPECIALES PARTEN DE
NUESTRO LADO .PERO CON LA SATISFACCION DE HABER COMPARTIDO LOS MOMENTOS MAS
QUERIDOS Y EMOTIVOS DE NUESTRAS VIDAS POR ESO SIEMPRE VIVIRAN EN NUESTRO
CORAZONY APESAR DE LADISTANCIA EL AMOR FILIAL Y FAMILIAR ESTARA

PRESENT E##imported-begin##ameliaospina##imported-end##

September 8 at11:53 AM

Anonymous posted:

His eyes forever closed, blue eyes that saw morning stars in my 16 year-old gaze. Eyes that sent
us dreaming into our first passionate kiss, our first dance .What remains of ourloves is in our
children and grandchildren and the future generations, sparked by a first glance.Half a century
later I kiss him again, a final kiss on the forehead sending him with love to his Creator, blue eyes
foreverclosed. Go in Peace Don Gato .##imported-begin##Fabiola Restrepo##imported-end##

September 7 at 4111 PM

Anonymous posted:

Sus ojos se cerraron ...los mismos ojos azules que vieron luceros en mi mirada, ojos que a mis 16
anos llenaron mi vida de suenos ,y, vino el primer beso , el primer baile...LO que perdura de ese
amor joven esta en nuestros 4 hijos en nuestros 5 nietos y en las generaciones futuras que se
iniciaron con esa miradaMedio siglo despues , lo beso porultima vez..entregandoselo a su
Creadory sus ojos que fueron mi pedacito de cielo se cerraron para siempre Descanse en paz
Don Gato .##imported-begin##Fabiola Restrepo##imported-end##

September 7 at 4:04 PM
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Anonymous posted:

My beautiful,wonderful daddy oh how much i miss you already!!l will neverforget you norgetyou
out of my mind.l think about you everyday and remember you as a fantastic/amazing fatherand
person that you were to me.Everytime i think about all the jokes that you use to tell me,puts a
smile on my face.lll always remember you as a happy person talking nonsence about
politics,makes me laugh..Today i was looking through some old photos and let me tell you,you
were a very handsome man..And i feel like the luckiest woman in this earth that you are my dad
and raised me into a mature and understanding human being.l love you ocooh soooo much that
words can't even explain how much iadore you.Thank you for everything and giving me the
chance to live..lt's my pleasure to say that you were pretty amazing to my mom and i.We will miss
you and pray to you everyday and every minute of our existance.And one thing thati'm going to
miss dearly,is looking at your beautiful blue eyes that remind me of the prettiest blue seas,breaks
my heart.l will always and forever adore you and keep you in my heart! Daddy i'll be seeing
you##imported-begin##Michelle Barona##imported-end##

September 6 at 8:45 PM
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Van Orsdel Funeral & Cremation Services shared a Tribute Video.

TRIBUTE VIDEO

Gustavo Barona
MAR 30,1938 - SEP 4, 2010

September 3 at 8:00 PM

SCAN TO WATCH
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Gustavo by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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